Intima-media thickness and atherosclerotic plaques in familial defective apolipoprotein B-100 and familial hypercholesterolemia.
Familial defective apolipoprotein B-100 (FDB) is a genetic disorder characterized by a decreased binding of low-density lipoprotein (LDL) particles to the LDL receptor due to defective apo B-100. Impaired LDL clearance could also be due to defects of the LDL receptor (familial hypercholesterolemia, FH). FDB was suggested to be clinically indistinguishable from classical FH. The measurement of the intima-media thickness (IMT) is an accepted method for the direct evaluation of early atherosclerosis. Thus, the aim of this study was to examine the IMT in patients with FDB in comparison to FH. Our data indicate that IMT in FDB does not differ from IMT in FH.